
# ,l

UNITEI ATESENVIRONMENTALPROTECTIO }ENCY t
i;

f

NOv 2 l9Bl
'z!

CenrrrIED UAIL
EETURT-R-EEETPT nE QUESTED

Mr. Robert A. Bell
Vlce Pres ldent, Ccl I is Divis lon
Chamber lain l4anufacturing Corporation
P0 Box 23.|
2005 S. l9th Street
Cllnton, Is,va 52732
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Dear I'tr. Bell:

After revlew of lnformation avallable to the unrted States
Environmental Protection Agency (EpA), including lnspectlon reports,
:l!: ]lyustigation reports, and analytical data from'samples tiken uy
both EPA and the_Iowa Department of Envlronrnental Quality, it ls the
oplnion of the EPA that the waste managerxlnt acttvities oi Chamberlain
I'lanufacturing, collis Divlslon, clinton, Iova, both past and present,
may present a substantial hazard to human health or the environn"ent.
The EPA bel ieves that groundwater and surfacewater {ncluding the
a(iacent drainage ditch, I'ii ll creek, and the tllss lsslppi Riier, may be
contaminated by hazardous wastes generated by collis.. l,{e are pri--
marily concerned wlth contaminatlrin by these po'tlutants: cyanide,
chromiurn, copper, nickel, zlnc and mercury. These chem'lcals are linown
to cause acute and/or chronic toxic effects ln humans and aquaticlife. Several of the metals are knovlrn to bioaccumulate. l4ercury, for
example, bioaccunulates to a very high degree resulting in increasing
risk to exposed aquatic organisms and to tiumans that consume them.

Our concerns arlse for several reasons. The surface irnpouncinents on
site do not have any type of llner or leachate collection system and
the groundwater 1s close to the bottom of tlre impoundrients. The
nature of the soils ln the area would not provide a barrier to lea-
chate from the impoundirents. During the site investigatlon, evidence
of migratlon of an oily uaste was observed; although lhat particular
waste may not be hazardous, thls fact indicates the other wastes which
are hazardous may be migrating through the solls. 0n several occa-
s ions, the dr.rinage di tch afi acelrt to Col'l is property has containeo a
visual sludge b'lanket. EPA bel ieves that this is caused by mal-
functions 1n the operat'ion of the wastewater treatment syslem whlch
result in release of contarninants through the outfall anO by surfacerunoff fronr the faci'lity. The surface iunoff is a concern because of
the numerous spi 1ls and leaks of hazardous materials r.rhich have
occurred on site._ Further, the runoff has been contaminated by the
overflour of the sludge._'lagoons and the s'ludge which has been diedged
from the lagoons and piled beslde them.
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In an effort to more fully determine the extent of envlronmental
problems which have resutted from your v,aste management practices, the
egn ls requestlng that the Collis Divlslon undertake a progrant of
simpllng and analysls of soils, Surfacetvater and groundwater. This
wouid lnclude the lnstallation of groundruater monitoring wells and

reporting these and othel sanrpling results regularly to EPA.

As the lnitial step under this progra,n, we ask that you submlt a

written proposal, similar to the proposal described in Sectlon 3013 of
the Resoirrce Coniervation and Recovery Act (as amendedl 42 U'S.C.
Sectlon 6934. This proposal should address sampling and monitorlng
necessary to assess the nature and extent of contaminatlon of the
groundwaier, the rate and routes of spread-of such contaminatlon, and

lhe effects of contaminatlon on aquatlc llfe downgradlent frorn your
facllity. 51e ask that thls proposal be subnitted to the underslgned
wlthln 30 Oays of recelpt of thls letter. In order for the EPA to be

better able to evaluate your proposal, we also ask that you provide
any lnformatlon avallable to you regardlng the ablllty of the over-
Iying unconsolldated sedinrents and solls to prevent contamlnation from
reachlng the bedrock aqulfer system.

l'le would llkeito dlscuss such a proposal wlth a representative of
Collls Dlvislon and your attorney. If you deslre suCh a conference,
please contact Cheryle Mlcinskl, Attorney, Legal Branch, telephone
nurber (816) 374-1142, wlthin two weeks. She ls the person on my

staff ndst iamtliar uith thls case. Your cooperation ln this matter
{s appreclated.

Sincerely yourst
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Louise D. Jacobs
Olrector, Enforcenent Division
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Charles Miller, IDEQ

Dave Crawford, ARHM/TSS

Jack Morse, CNSL
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